
MAINE W
RITERS & PUBLISHERS ALLIANCE: Sum

m
er W

orkshop Series 
W

riting Novels for Children
T

his class is intended for those w
ho have 

a young adult or m
iddle-grade novel in 

m
ind or already started. Focus w

ill be on 
the student’s creative w

ork. W
e w

ill explore 
the techniques and strategies of  w

riting and 
producing books for children at the m

iddle-
grade and young adult 
level and learn to find voices and form

s for 
their w

riting, and to express their ideas in 
styles appropriate for children’s interests.

T
he class sessions w

ill consist of  w
riting 

exercises, critiques, and active discussion of  
student’s m

anuscripts. W
e w

ill also exam
ine 

the literature and history of  the field. C
raft 

elem
ents such as characterization, them

e, 
plot and voice w

ill be addressed.

Date
First three Thursdays in A

ugust 
(A

ugust 6, 13, 20)

Tim
e

3 three-hour sessions, 6-9 PM
.

Location
G

lickm
an Fam

ily Library, Portland

Cost
$300 M

W
PA

 m
em

bers, $325 others
M

inim
um

: 6 students, M
axim

um
: 12

Bio
Lisa Jahn-C

lough is the author of  young 
adult novels and the author/illustrator of  
picture books. She has taught w

riting for 
children at E

m
erson C

ollege and w
as the 

interim
 chair of  Illustration at the M

aine 
C

ollege of  A
rt. C

urrently she teaches in the 
W

riting for C
hildren 

M
FA

 program
 at H

am
line U

niversity. M
any 

of  her students have gone on to 
have successful careers in the field of  w

riting 
for children. She lives in Portland.

Book Reviewing
Book review

ing is a m
arketable niche 

for freelance w
riters, providing fun, 

steady w
ork, and incom

e to those 
w

ho know
 and understand its sim

ple 
rules.  It is also a great place to start for 
novice w

riters w
ho w

ant to break into 
freelance w

riting.  T
his tw

o-session, six 
hour w

orkshop w
ill provide the begin-

ning review
er w

ith the fundam
entals for 

effective review
 w

riting, the business 
of review

ing, the m
arkets, rights and 

copyright, as w
ell as tips on how

 to find 
review

 w
ork in m

agazines, new
spapers, 

and the Internet.  A
fter the first session 

students w
ill prepare tw

o book review
s 

for subm
ission to a publication, and 

the review
s w

ill be critiqued during the 
second session. 

Date
Saturday, Septem

ber 26
Saturday, O

ctober 24

Tim
e

1:00 PM
 - 4:00 PM

Location
G

lickm
an Fam

ily Library, Portland

Cost
$75 M

W
PA

 m
em

bers, $85 others
M

inim
um

: 4 students, M
axim

um
: 8

Bio
W

illiam
 B

ushnell is a professional 
book review

er w
ith m

ore than 1700 
book review

s published in 35 m
aga-

zines and new
spapers, including M

aine 
Tim

es, C
ivil W

ar N
ew

s, and the Sun 
new

spapers.  H
e currently w

rites regular 
book review

 colum
ns for the K

enne-
bec Journal, Brunsw

ick Tim
es Record, 

Publishers W
eekly, and M

ilitary O
fficer 

M
agazine.

 

Pen2Page: Fiction W
orkshop

A
re you ready to w

rite?  This day long 
w

riting intensive is for you!  T
his high-

energy w
orkshop is a great w

ay to jum
p 

start your w
riting or dive into that elusive 

w
hat happens next in your w

ork.  W
e w

ill 
begin by listening and reading published 
w

ork aloud.  T
hen, w

e w
ill launch into 

w
ord gam

es, im
prom

ptu tellings, im
ag-

ining a story place w
ith characters and 

objects and telling the story w
ith coach-

ing from
 the instructor.  E

veryone w
rites 

and w
hat’s w

ritten in class is read aloud 
for class feedback.  Point of view, present 
m

om
ent storytelling, gesture, 

audience, the w
riting process, and ele-

m
ents of scene w

ill be em
phasized.

Date (choose one)
Saturday, Septem

ber 26 (Portland)
Saturday, O

ctober 17 (Bath)

Tim
e

10:30 A
M

 - 5:30 PM

Location
G

lickm
an Fam

ily Library, Portland
Patten Free Library, Bath

Cost
$75 M

W
PA

 m
em

bers, $85 others
M

inim
um

: 7 students, M
axim

um
: 14

Bio
Josephina G

asca hails from
 C

hicago 
w

here she graduated from
 C

olum
bia 

C
ollege w

ith an M
FA

 in creative w
riting.  

She taught fiction, poetry and 
screenw

riting w
orkshops at C

olum
bia, 

the C
hicago A

cadem
y for the A

rts, 
M

ayor D
aley’s G

allery 37 Program
 &

 the 
W

rite N
ow

! C
onference at Park 

U
niversity.  H

er w
ork has appeared in 

num
erous publications.

 

So Your Life Should Be A Book?
H

ave all your friends said that your life 
story should be a book, but you do 
not know

 w
here to start?  If so, plan 

to attend this daylong intensive w
ork-

shop.  Participants w
ill leave the class 

w
ith a general appreciation for the prose 

w
orkshop form

at, to include specific 
m

odels for giving and receiving feedback.  
Participants w

ill also gain an understand-
ing of m

em
oir craft and technique, the 

differences betw
een m

em
oir and other 

nonfiction, as w
ell as specific publishing 

advice for nonfiction w
riting.  M

uch of 
the w

riting w
ill be done in class, and all 

levels are w
elcom

e!  Bring a pen and a 
positive attitude!

Date
Saturday, A

ugust 29

Tim
e

9 A
M

 - 4 PM

Location
U

niversity of Southern M
aine Library,

G
orham

Cost
$75 M

W
PA

 m
em

bers, $85 others
M

inim
um

: 7 students, M
axim

um
: 12

Bio
Shonna M

illiken H
um

phrey is the 
E

xecutive D
irector of M

aine W
riters &

 
Publishers A

lliance.  She holds an M
FA

 
in N

onfiction W
riting and Literature 

from
 Bennington C

ollege, and she has 
taught m

any w
riting w

orkshops through-
out the state.  She provides coaching 
serives to w

riters, and her ow
n creative  

w
ork has appeared in both national an-

thologies and local publications.  

 



REGISTRATION FORM
Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip__________________________________________________________

Telephone_____________________      Email__________________________________

____Writing Novels for Children 		

____Book Reviewing

____Pen2Page: Fiction Workshop		

____So your life should be a book?

Upon registration receipt, participants will be emailed a confirmation letter.  Please make 
sure your email address is printed legibly.

Payment Information
Total Cost	 	        $________
o My check is enclosed.

o Please charge my VISA or MASTERCARD.

Card Number_______/________/_________/_________
Expiration Date______/________

Signature_______________________________________

Please mail completed registration and payment to:
Maine Writers & Publishers Alliance
PO Box 9301
Glickman Family Library, Room 318
Portland, ME 04104

Alternatively, you may FAX forms to (207)228-8150 or register by telephone at (207)228-8263.


